
Name______________________      Period______________ 

Topic    Ecosystems                  Date_______________ 

This is homework and is due the following day. 

Warm Up: Respond to the question on the board. 

 

 

 

 

Humans ARE Helping the Environment 

- It is essential to know as much about the ___________________ you wish to protect. 

- Scientists go to great lengths to study __________________, the presence of species, the 

health and genetic _________________ of the species, and what _______________ it.  

- We can't save or ________________ what we don't know about.  

- Early research adopted the _______________ species approach: singling out likeable 

species, like the panda, and focusing on ____________________ threats to them. 

- The single species approach used __________________ breeding programs and zoos to 

________________ populations. 

- This approach can be _______________ but tends to overlook many species in need of help.  

- "Save the panda!" sounds much more attractive than, "Save the _______________ warty-

back pearly mussel!" 

- Many experts support an ______________________ approach, which identifies entire 

______________________ (typically biodiversity hotspots) that are at risk. 

- Steps are then taken to restore and ____________________ damaged habitat and then 

provide long term ______________________. 

o Ex. reforestation, removing _________________ species, restoration of rivers, 

clean-up of ___________________. 

- By focusing on an ecosystem as a whole, the entire _________________ benefits. 

o The difficult part is understanding when an ecosystem is in danger.  

o ____________________ are developing metrics (_______________________ 

factors) to assess the quality of an ecosystem. 



o Ex. Species ___________________ and distribution, soil health, water quality, and 

the abundance of invasive species. 

- In order to protect certain ecosystems, preserves (national parks, marine protected areas, 

etc) are created. 

- In Samoa, 5% of the land is legally __________________. They are looking to bump that up 

to 15% soon.  

- Developing countries _______________________ in debt-for-nature swaps where a 

________________________ nation forgives part of the debt owed to them if the 

developing country protects certain ________________________.  

- Law and international treaties offer _________________ protection. 

o The US _____________________________ Species Act mandates that protected 

species and their habitats are protected within the US. 

o Private campaigns and non-profits raise large amounts of ________________ for 

conservation efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Respond to the questions below with well thought out, high school age appropriate paragraphs. 3-4 

sentences each. 

1) Why is it more advantageous to promote an ecosystem approach compared to a single-species 

approach to conservation? (Use the words: ecosystem, species, community, biodiversity, & 

compared in your response) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Which is the most convincing reason for protecting endangered species: the intrinsic value of 

biodiversity, the possibility of finding medicines, or preserving ecosystem functions? Why? (4 

sentences minimum) 


